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Friends and colleagues,

As we welcome the end
of this year of many challenges I wanted to take a moment and share my
gratitude
for each of you. The important work you do forms the basis of our profession, from which
excellence is derived.

In January, I begin my new role as President of the Board.
Dr. Dawn Tartaglione, as the new
President-elect, will take over as editor of Deans' Digest.

With that, I am pleased to present our year-end edition of
Deans' Digest.

My best,

Barbara Ross-Lee, DO
President-Elect, American Osteopathic Foundation

http://aoa-aof.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NjAyMDc5JnA9MSZ1PTk0MzMwNDM5OSZsaT03NDYwMjcyMw/index.html


The Foundation has been in close contact with several DOs working in areas affected
by the recent
tornadoes and we want to help, but first, we need your help.
 
I am requesting that you reach out to your alumni that may
be located in a FEMA-declared disaster
zone and share this simple Disaster Relief Application Form.
Our funds are not unlimited, but we're
hoping an extra $250 or $500 will make
a difference to members of our Osteopathic family and/or
their patients affected by these storms.
 
Please reach out to a member of the Foundation staff if you have any questions.

What a night! Thank you for celebrating with us in our virtual
environment. So many gathered to
share in the Foundation's support of the
Osteopathic profession, to raise funds to further its mission,
and to recognize
members of the Osteopathic community for their outstanding achievements. We
were
overwhelmed by your continued support and generosity, coming together to support this
incredible profession!
 

More than 30 individuals were honored during the virtual event, with many more
highlighted in
our online Tribute Book.
It is estimated that over 1,500 tuned in to this year's
virtual Honors Gala - more than double our
in-person attendance! View the recording.
We raised more than $500,000 in
support of our mission through sponsorships, raise the paddle
contributions, and
the silent auction, making the 2021 Gala one of the biggest and most
successful events to date!

We were delighted to help the SOMA Foundation grow its
philanthropic outreach and
applaud how quickly Deans
from across the country rallied to support their inaugural
auction.
 
Schools supported the SOMA Foundation during the 2021
Honors Gala by contributing a basket for the silent auction.
There were bidding
wars happening over these creative
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contributions, raising nearly $2,000 for the
SOMA
Foundation scholarship program.
 
 

The first awards cycle will kick off in February
with the
opening of the Donna Jones Moritsugu Memorial Award.
On an annual basis, each and every school can nominate a
spouse of a graduating
fourth-year Osteopathic medical
student, who has provided immeasurable support,
for this
award. Other scholarship, grant, and award programs will
open in March.
 
Mark your calendars and bookmark our website for grants,
scholarships,
and awards that acknowledge the excellence
of your students and provide recognition
to individuals who
made contributions to the profession and healthcare.
 

We'll reach out with courtesy reminders and links to applications throughout the year.

 
Questions about technical support
requests? Please contact
Gina
Gottlob, Director of Internal and
External Affairs.

For assistance in promoting
opportunities and partnering
on
recognition, please
contact Carolyn
Torgersen,
Director of Marketing and
Mission Communications.

 
To explore opportunities for 

strategic partnerships, 

please contact Rita Forden, CEO.
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